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A MESSAGE FOR 1951 


“* Without were fighting’, within were fears ; 
nevertheless God... 2 Cor. 7.5, 6. 


In these few words St. Paul gives us a snapshot of his own 
spiritual experiences. Equally do they portray the 


situation in China. 


Without were f ightings.” For ‘Gabi years China 
fought a costly defensive war against Japan. Now she is 
getting involved in Korea, Tibet, Malaya and Indo-China. 
The suffering of her people i is beyond description. How 
long are they to endure this agony : ? 


Within were fears. Fears that were bound to arise 
where there had been civil war ; the fear of party strife, 
of political treachery, family feuds, personal vengeance. 
The fear which arises when suspicion is purposely created 
and fostered in order to maintain political and economic 
control. ‘The fear within the Church that there will be 
divisions among: Christians, and that persecution will arise. 
The fear of Christian youth that unless there is conformity 


with State doctrine, there will be no future for them. 
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The ever-present fear that an international situation will _ 
arise necessitating the withdrawal of missionaries. _ 


Nevertheless God. St. Paul never minimized diffi- 
culties. He faced them squarely and looked to God. He 
believed that difficulties were the wheels upon which the 
Divine Potter moulded His clay. While other people 
might be worried by the wheels, St. Paul was confidently 
concerned with the Potter. F ightings without, fears within — 
(and let circumstances be as black as they can be), neverthe- 
less God is right at the centre of things and is actively 
engaged 1 in bringing good out of evil. There in a nutshell 
is the history of the Church in China. The intelligentsia 

at first despised the Gospel. In the mercy of God this 
_ prevented the early missionaries from building the Church 
from the top downwards and has ensured that the Church 
has its roots deep in the life of the common-people. The 
Boxer Movement thought to destroy the Church ; it made 
her stronger. ‘The evacuation of missionaries in 1911 and 
1926, seemed an irreparable loss to the Church ; but in 

_ the economy of God it redounded to her gain, for it enforced 
upon the Chinese the need for accepting responsibility. 

The war of 1937-45 seemed to have no redeeming 
features ; nevertheless through it God was wisely preparing 
His people for just such a time as this. On every occasion 
when man thought to thwart the Church, persecute, destroy 
her, God was in her midst, mighty to save. 


Nevertheless God. God will always have the last 
word in any situation. Thatisour ground forhope. That 
also is the mainspring for any effective action on our part 
in the present. Because God is ultimately going to triumph, 
we cannot but ask ourselves what we are to do in the 
present. The answer may be very obvious, but it needs 
all the emphasis we can give it ; support the Church in 
China to the utmost of our capacity. The way is still 
open for monetary support to be given. If that door 
should be closed, we will still continue to give the help» 
that can get through all Iron Curtains and by-pass all — 
censorships ; the help of fellowship by praise and inter- 
cession. God has the last word, but He often speaks it 
through those who are ready to co-operate with Him. — 

H. A. MaxweELL, Bishop. 
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‘LETTER FROM BISHOP SONG 
| Chengtu. 
August 1 5M 1950. 


My dear Friends, | 

May I write a ‘few lines to inform you of my resignation 
from the office of Diocesan Bishop of the Western Szechwan’ 
Diocese ? The official reason for my resignation is ill 
health. At the same time I feel that, with the coming of 
the new age, younger people are needed to take the lead. 
I have come to this decision after careful consideration 
and much prayer. | 

I should like to take this opportunity to eiiend my 
sincere and deep thanks to you for your constant prayers, 
interest and help of all kinds during these many years. 
May I also ask for your continuous prayers for this Diocese, | 
which is now passing through a very critical time ? | 

Every Christian is challenged at the present time to 
draw nigh to God and to follow in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ. ‘This is also the time when we should make a fresh 
study of the contents and rn of the Gospel, and 
to live up to our profession. . . 

I should be most grateful to you for including our new 
Diocesan leaders in your daily prayers. 


With kindest regards to you all, 
Very sincerely yours, 
C. T. Sone, Bishop. 


-Eprror’s Note : One paragraph in Bishop Song’s letter has © 

had to be deleted as subsequent arrangements in regard to Diocesan 

_ leadership have made it out of date. The following has since 
recewed in its place : 

** As to the future leadership of the Diocese, the following 
nominations have been made by our clergy and Standing 
Committee of Synod. The new Bishop of Eastern Szech- 
wan Diocese, the Rt. Rev. F. T. Ts’ai, has been invited 
to act concurrently as our Diocesan Bishop until we have 
been able to nominate our own. Dr. Sverre Holth has 
been appointed Archdeacon to assist Bishop T’s’ai in the 
administration of the Diocese. It has also been decided 
to start proceedings at once to find a suitable candidate for 
the Diocesan Bishopric within the shortest possible time. 
That the above decision was guided by the Spirit of God 
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is seen from the fact that the House of Bishops quite 
independently of our own decision suggested that the © 
question of our Diocesan leadership should be solved as — 
in this paragraph. 


CHANGE AND PROGRESS 
IN THE CHURCH IN CHINA 


THrouGH the Lambeth Campaign of 1948, when teams of 
bishops from all parts of the world visited each diocese in 
England and Wales in the few weeks before the Conference 
opened, many Church people have got a new view of the 
Anglican Communion in other lands. It was seen to have 
become the Church of the people of the lands to which 
Christ had been introduced through the missionary work 
of the Church in our own islands. Among those visiting 
bishops were many nationals of other countries, living 

proofs of the fact that the Church had become at home 
in the lands from which they hailed. 

The Church in China has for many years cick pressing 
along the road to self-government, as may be seen from 
the number of Chinese bishops who have been appointed 
in the last twenty years. Of the eleven bishops attending 
the Lambeth Conference, four were Chinese, one of them > 
being Chairman of the House of Bishops, who is practically 
in the position of Primate ; and there were seven others 
were unable to come. | 

Self-government was the aim of that far-sighted pioneer | 
of the China Inland Mission, the late Bishop Cassels, the 
first bishop in West China. In the hope that such self- 
government might soon be achieved, the retiring bishop in 
Eastern Szechwan (the Rt. Rev. K. G. Bevan, also of the 
China Inland Mission), on his consecration in 1940, 
privately limited himself to ten years in which to prepare 
for. handing over to a Chinese successor. With the ~ 
innumerable vicissitudes of the last few years of the old 
régime, it did not look as if this end would be achieved. 
However, with the establishment of the present govern- 
ment, new circumstances have arisen which have made it 
expedient and even necessary to hasten on to this goal. 
_It has been made clear that it is the wish of the government 
that the leadership. of the Church should be in Chinese | 
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. hands ; and those in the diocese, who have been backward -~ 

In accepting the prospect of such a change, have realised 
that its occurence cannot now be held back. ‘The bishop’s 
resignation was finally accepted by the diocese in May, 
and then by the Chinese House of Bishops at their meeting 
held early in July. Thus the diocese of Eastern Szechwan 
is following the example of other dioceses in China in making 
way for the appointment of a Chinese bishop. 

In such a vast country with slow communications the 
completion of the procedure for the election of a new bishop 
takes a long time, and the announcement was only recently 
made of the name of the Ven. Archdeacon F. T. Ts’ai as . 
bishop-designate of Eastern Szechwan. (The consecration 

took place in Shanghai on November goth, 1950.) 

_ Though events in China seem to portend the great 
reduction if not the closing down of foreign missionary 
enterprise, Christian people in England should not be 
anxious for the Church in that land. In the purpose of 

God political events are being allowed to exercise the © 
discipline of deprivation, as missionaries withdraw and — 
the receiving of funds from abroad is being limited. How 
often in the history of the Church both of Old and New 
Testament times have political events brought about its 
liberation into a new phase of growth. So we trust it 
shall be with the Church in China as it is thus being led, 

nay urged, along the road to complete independence, so 
that it may find its proper vocation as the guardian of 
Divine truth and witness to the eternal Gospel of Jesus — 
Christ to the people of that land. _K. G. Bevan, Bishop. 


INTRODUCING OUR NEW BISHOP 
2 OF EASTERN SZECHWAN 

tii the name of Ts’ai Fuh-ts’u has been familiar to 
you all for many years, and the bearer of it has known 
most of you who are retired missionaries, it seems suitable. 
at this time when he is becoming Bishop, to introduce him > 
a little more fully to those friends of West China who 
_ have never met him nor had any close touch. 


He was born in 1903 in a very old family in the aime 
of Nankiang, a that can trace its history back 
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centuries, since they hieloos to the old inhabitants of the 
province who were not wiped out in the terrific slaughter 
perpetrated by the mad brigand Chang Hsien-chung 
three hundred years ago. ‘The home of the Wei family is 
‘on their ancestral property which is called by the family 
name, Wei Chia Pien. When quite a baby he was given 
‘with the customary Chinese generosity to his aunt who had 
married into the T’s’ai clan of T’ss’ai-Chia-Ho and had no 
family of her own. This is also an old family, tracing back 
_ its history in that neighbourhood alone for sixteen’ genera- 
tions. Neither family was then Christian, but, when a 
schoolboy, young T’s’ai‘attended a short term Bible school 
at Yinlingshan, ten miles from his home, where the Pachung 
missionaries had their summer bungalow and retreat 
_.centre. Here he was converted and received a call to © 
preach the Gospel. | 

In pursuance of this ca, he received some training at 

the Theological School at Langchung and undertook 

- some probationary work, but his real training for the 

_ ministry was in the theological course arranged by Bishop 
‘Mowll and Bishop Song in Chengtu where there was 
opportunity of attendance at university lectures in philo- 
‘sophy and other-subjects. 

Ordination as i io followed i in January, 1930, and a 
period of work at Nanpu ; but the next year we had a 
visit from a very original but stable and earnest evangelist 

from Anhuei, Pastor Hsieh Meng-tseh, under the challenge. 
of whose preaching the young clergyman was called to 
undertake a long evangelistic tour which lasted for three 
years and took him to every county in the then undivided 
Diocese. Leaving his family in the old home, ke went 
out on this arduous task depending entirely upon God, 
living a life of faith, was made a blessing to many and 
received a great blessing himself. | 
_ Long diaconates are no unusual thing in the younger 
Churches of our communion especially where the deacon 
is engaged on special work, and it was not till 1935 that 
the ardent evangelist was priested. By that time he was 
living in Chungking acting as the head of the religious 
department in the Y.M.C.A. of that city. He also con- 
currently acted as secretary to the Chungking Council of 
Christian Churches. Later he was temporarily in charge 
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as general secretary of the Chengtu Y.M.C.A., gaining 
valuable experience in organization. Also, for a time he 
led the Y.M.C.A. evangelistic and rural service team with 
their caravan on the motor roads between Chengtu and 
Chungking. During all this period he helped to found 
and ministered to the flourishing Anglican. Fellowship in 
Chungking to which place Christians of our Communion 
were beginning to come before the war from all over the 
land. 

‘It was in Bishop Houghton’s episcopate that he was 
appointed Archdeacon in 1939 and during this period of 
responsibility took charge at different times of the pastorates 
of Tahsien, Lanchung and other places for anger or 
shorter periods. 

So through all this variety of experience God’s servant — 
has been fitted and tested for the greater responsibilities 
of this new and wider service as chief pastor in the Church 
of God to which he has been called. He understands both 
country life from his home background and city life from _ 
‘service in big centres. Work in ordinary pastorates has 
given him an understanding of the problems of his fellow- 
workers, while the widespread evangelistic ministry in 
which he has engaged has given him a vision of the great 
unfinished task of preaching the Gospel in this whole area. 
For forty-seven years God has been preparing His work- 
man, for whom your prayers are desired, that he may 
fulfil his ministry as Bishop to the glory of God and the 
upbuilding of His Church in this part of the great world 
field. | (K. G. BEvAN, Bishop.) 


The following message from the D.A.W.C. was sent by 
Letter Telegram to the new Bishop on the occasion of his 
Consecration in Shanghai on November goth last— 

“May God give you grace, strength, wisdom, stead- 
fastness. One Thessalonians five twenty-four. Prayer- 
ful remembrance. Diocesan Association”’. 

Some friends of the Bishop and of the Association ~ 
gathered at the C.I.M. Headquarters in London on the 
afternoon of November goth, in order to remember him 
specially in prayer, the meeting being led by the Rev. 
A. M. Stibbs ; while those unable to attend were asked 
to join in prayer at home.—Ed. 
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LETTER FROM BISHOP TS’AI 


Chuhsten, 


16th October, 1950. 


Dear Friends of the Diocese, 

First of all I must express our gratitude for the loving | 
concern which you have shown through the past many 
years for us. We thank God for the exceedingly great 
help which you have continually given in the spirit of unity 
in Christ, to meet our needs on the one hand by prayer 
and on the other by your contribution of workers and 
funds ; and we thank you also, trusting that God will 
bless you in return. : 
_ This diocese, founded in 1895 after a period of missionary 
work, has in the course of its history had five bishops. 
‘The first diocesan was the late Bishop W. W. Cassels, who 
after continuing in office for thirty years, the longest epis- 
copate by far, passed on, he and his wife being taken 
within one week and buried close by St. John’s Cathedral 
Church in Langchung. His successor Bishop Mowll, 
after ten years as diocesan was translated to become 
Archbishop of Sydney and is now Primate of Australia. 
The third was the late Bishop Holden, translated from 
‘Kwangsi-Hunan to Szechwan. For three years he tramped 
the diocese in its length and breadth, doing a great work 
and wearing himself out andnow he is at rest in heaven. 
During his episcopate in 1936 the diocese was divided and 
to Eastern Szechwan came Bishop Houghton who, after 
three years, was elected as General Director of the China - 
Inland Mission. He was followed by Bishop Bevan who 
was consecrated in the middle of the. Sino-Japanese War. 
For ten years humbly and faithfully he has led the Church 
in the Diocese, bearing all the many hardships of that 
time with us. From the time of Bishop Mowll until three | 
years ago when he retired, all have had the great help of 
_ the Right Rev. H. L. Ku as Assistant-bishop, with his 

outstanding knowledge of men and matters. 

Now Bishop Bevan with his ripe experience and good. 
health which just fit him for this office, has purposefully | 
resigned in order to set forward the self-government of the 
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Church in the Diocese. His fellow-workers and fellow- 
believers are exceedingly sorry to see him go, but cannot 
see how he might be kept here in the Diocese. 

Such have been our Bishops. As for myself, in talents 
and ability I am nothing, but as there was no other Can- 
didate to fill the office, I have been chosen by the diocese 
and the election has been confirmed by the bishops and 
synods of the other dioceses. I feel ashamed and fearful. 
**'Who am I,” as Moses said, to bear this great respon- — 
sibility, to follow such predecessors and to build for 
the future? Morover the Church in China, set in this 
new era of change, must pass through serious testings. 
The difficulties of the future can be imagined and we can 
only commit all unreservedly to God and trust Him. He 
Who has begun this work, will assuredly finish it. We 
plead with you our friends to intercede for us with still 
greater faithfulness and sincerity, giving us to the limit of 
your ability all sympathy and help. 

_ As to the future, our hope is that God will raise up in 
the Diocese a large and able band of voluntary leaders 
and those who will continue to come forward to bear 
responsibility, that the Gospel may be widely preached in 
all this region and the Church of God may be firmly 
established as upon.a rock, that it may stand majestic for 
ever. Such is our earnest hope and prayer. 

ns you peace in the Lord, 

Your friend, 
F. T. Ts’at, Bishop. 


THE PRESENT OUTLOOK 

WE are indeed living in apocalyptic times. The termin- 
ology and concepts of the New Testament take on a new 
and real meaning. Once again the Book of Revelation 
becomes a source of comfort and inspiration to the 
struggling Church. Its central message rings like a clarion 
_ call to the many who are nearly overcome by weariness_ 
and despair : God is still on the throne—He is the Lord 
of history! he future, then, belongs to Him. His will 

be the final victory. ‘“‘ Faith looks not at the things which — 


are seen, but at the things which are not seen.’ 
For obvious reasons it is not possible to write in detail 
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about our present circumstances. Suffice it to say that 
never before have we been in such,need of your prevailing 
and believing prayers. ‘“* We.wrestle not against flesh 
and blood, but... .”’ Itis a Kine when it costs and costs 
dearly to be a Christian. The fainthearted are choosing 


the easier road—the road of compromise or even abjura- 


tion. Many are going into hiding with their religion ; 
but, thanks be to God, many, many more are standing 
firm. ‘Their faith is like the Chinese flower whose scent 
is particularly lovely after the sun has gone down. They 
triumph in weakness and danger. Their heroic witness 
at great personal danger and disadvantage prdves the 


reality of their Christian experience. ‘Their stand gladdens 


our hearts. . 

Many of the old methods of Church work and evangelism 
have to be modified or wholly discarded. It would be 
pretentious to claim that we have already made the adjust- 
ments for which the new situation calls. We shall have to 


experiment and learn by doing. One thing, however, is. 


clear, namely, that we shall have to concentrate much more 
effort on the building up of truly Christian homes. ‘The 

_weakness of our parishes in spite of the hard work done in 
the past is largely due to our failure in this respect. There 
are two other conditions which are absolutely essential if 
our parishes are to survive in the fierce struggle for existence 
which is bound to come before long, namely indigenous 

leadership and self-support. If these can be said to 
indicate the extent of the success of our work in the past, 
I am afraid there is not much room for boasting. . 

But we are hopeful! This time of testing and sifting 
will beyond doubt prove a blessing in disguise to the 
Chinese Church. Much of the work done in years gone 
by has already disappeared, and much more will dis- 
appear. This is humiliating and disappointing, but 

inevitable. We firmly believe that the Church which will 


eventually emerge from the present trials and testings - 


will be stronger and purer and “ unto the praise of His 


With warm greetings to every prayer-partner and 


supporter of our work, 


ELISE AND SVERRE HOLTH. 


Yours in His glad service, : 


> 
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TZETUNG 
A BIBLEwomaNn, Mrs. Ho, and I recently had a very 


_ happy time in ‘the country. About fourteen years ago, 
wken the Reds, as they were then called, were advancing, 


two Christians evacuated from their own town, and went 
to live in a country place about twenty-five miles from 
Tzetung. They faithfully witnessed for their Master, and 
won a number of people in the neighbourhood for Christ. 
Since then they have had regular worship, and a little © 
band of men lead in turn, and also go round to other 


- country places. The result is that there are now five or 


six centres for worship, with tens of worshippers in each 
place. They are visited from the first centre, and otherwise 
a local man leads the service. They recently had training 
classes, entirely run by themselves, for these leaders of 
worship. 

“When a family y expresses its determination to do away 
with all false gods in the home, three or four of the leading 
men go there, pray for the family, and then the false gods 
are burnt, thrown into ponds or otherwise. ignominiously | 


destroyed. 


A Pastor only rarely gets to these Christians so that they 
seldom have Holy Communion, and new converts have 
to wait long before they can be baptized. Some places 


_ have been having worship for a year, without having even. 


seen a Pastor. They asked Mrs. Ho and me to go to them, 
and we had a week’s meetings in each of two places, where 
we had_attentive audiences, and found many of the people 
well taught, though for the most part unable to read. 
Some came from a distance bringing their food with them. 


_ It was a joy to meet them all, and see their eagerness. 


Three or four young men who could read, said they 


_ would be coming to the town soon, and wanted to buy — 


Bibles ; and, as I was on my way ‘home, an older man 


came out from his house on the hillside, and called out, 


‘‘ I’m coming to town next month, and I want to ‘buy a 


large-print Bible ! ” 
They fetched us and took us back in carrying chairs 


without wanting any payment, and when the Biblewoman 


suggested that we ought to pay something for our board, 
the idea was laughed at. The Chinese are generous 
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hearted eagle and they like missionaries best when they 
are giving something to, or doing something for, the 

- Inissionary rather than the other way round. — 
This country area is largely, if not wholly, in the China 
Inland Mission’s territory, but Bishop Bevan gives his 
approval to my going there. | BG. ELDER. 


TEHYANG 


TEHYANG is classified by the government as a third class 
hsien as contrasted with Mienyang and Chongkiang, f 
which are regarded as first-class hsiens. ‘That is to say 
that in terms of population and productivity its importance 
is far less than the above two places. Nevertheless in spite 
of its small area, it has a number of well-marked differences 
in terms of productivity, landscape, crops produced and | 
in the sort of societies which live in its different villages. | 
To the east are a series of small hills, made ofthecommon _| 
red soil on which poor quality crops grow such as sweet | 
potatoes, Indian corn or poor quality maize. In the valleys | 
are a few areas which grow rice, but broadly speaking the. 
_ towns are very shut in from one another and are about | 
30 liapa In the three main villages as far as I am aware 
there has no work of any sort done by missionaries or 


astors. 
| To the north and north-west are the most highly. pro- 
— ductive Tehyang hsier fields but even here there are not | 

very many wet fields. This is partly due to the topography , 
of the country whose main river runs down the Chengtu ; 
plain from north to south and not from west to east. | 

During the winter, the water sinks into the gravelly 
substratum leaving a waterless river plain on each side 
which is only used for growing sugar cane. However, — 
there are three important villages, Hwang-Hsii-Chen, 
Lio-Ping and Shin-Chang. In Lio-Ping there was formerly 
a very flourishing out-station but about 20 years ago 
quarrels broke out between two opposed groups of relatives. 
in the Church and the property was sold. In Hwang- 
Hsii-Chen we have about two families of Christians, but 
they are only visitors to the place and unless there is some 
definite social or economic link it is rarely that a Church 
composed of outsiders with no roots grows to any size. 
‘Shin-Chang, the largest and most important of these , 
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towns has as far as I am aware had no work done in it for 


the last twenty years. . 

It is from the south and south-west that most of our 
Sunday congregation of 50 comes.’ This area is less 
productive than the north-west but the towns are all 


_. , centred on the main road south. I -will take as an example 


the work done and being done in Ho-Chao-Chiao. The 
centre of the work is an old farmer who has been coming 
to church for twenty years and who is now too old to work, 

but owing to his age and to his upright character has made 
a deep impression on the surrounding community. Every 
week either the pastor or myself visit this spot about ten 

miles away and teach anyone who wishes to listen a few 
hymns and a short talk. Usually about twenty come and 

several have already been baptised this year ; but one 
thing stands out very forcibly and that is the absolute 

necessity of studying the special community concerned. 
The first thing to notice in this community is that 80% | 
of those who come are either relatives or work fields in 
common with some of the Christians ; and the second 
thing to notice is that the other side of the small village of 
go families never attends the meetings and has just re- 
painted their small local shrine. Christianity has thus 
" been adopted as the clan religion of this family and, in 
accordance with sociological principles, has become 
opposed to other clans who worship other gods. Thus 
the duty of the evangelist is quite clear. The first is to 

get to know every member of that community perfectly, — 


__ who his relatives are, his difficulties, how many children - 


he has and so on, and to build up on this basis (how many 
of Jesus’ followers were His relatives, especially cross or 
_ortho-cousins ?) The second is to shew that Christianity 
"in practice in that community is not a clan religion but a | 

_ village-wide religion. At present in Ho-Chao-Chiao, we 
we are just about reaching the limit of converting all those 
people living on that spot who are relatives and are pre- 
paring to embark on the second stage of breaking down 
clan boundaries by a village-wide religion. It is this 
second stage that is the more difficult and determines 
whether a group like this is just to remain a small out- 
station getting weaker with the years or whether it will 
continue to grow in the future. W. H. NEWELL. | 
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| THE CHEO DISTRICT . 
Cueo district is an offshoot of Kwanghan parish ;_ the 


younger sister of Kwanghan’s three outstations. When | 


Kwanghan parish was being led by Archdeacon and Mrs. 
- Donnithorne and their band of helpers, a special effort 

was made by prayer and preaching to call out a Church 
in the Kao district, a small market town on the road to 
Mienchu. The effort appeared in the main, unsuccessful, 
though several were converted and their families turned 
with them. However, God’s ways are not our ways. 
The prayers and labours have been and are being answered 
in a remarkable way ; but, as so often happens, when God 


__ blesses there is not room enough to contain the blessing. 


How has God blessed? The Donnithornes had long 
been gone ; the families converted in Kao district had 


moved away’; what now of the Christians’ God? some 


might ask. Here then is what the mighty God was doing. 
_ The families who moved had settled in a very small 
country district by the name of Cheo, away from any road. 
They remained faithful, and there was added to their 
number a woman servant of the Donnithornes, almost 
illiterate, but converted and having a large faith. These 
several families provided the anchor of the Church that 
was to be, and this fearless woman the offensive armaments. 
All efforts were made to stop her witness, but to no avail. 
Was it to harm her body, destroy her home, take her life ? 
She bore witness to another body, another home, another 
life when these earthly ones should be cast aside. Her 
adversaries retired, and she continued. Slowly the Church 
came into being and grew steadily with prayer and worship, 
without any outside aid. 

When I came to Kwanghan four years ago, 40 people 
met regularly at a central farmhouse in Cheo district. 
_ Continual requests came for help, but apart from a monthly 
visit, little help was forthcoming. During our three years 
in Kwanghan, the 40 grew to 80. Last year, largely by 
the farmers’ own efforts, a building was bought in the main 
street of the neighbouring Ma district. A number of 
Christians and learners found it convenient to attend there 
instead of at the original farmhouse, and this new Church 
‘now has a weekly attendance of 80 or so. Meanwhile, 
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those remaining at Cheo district have continued to add to 
their numbers. Led by fervent souls in their midst and 
with now a fortnightly visit from Kwanghan, attendances 
have reached 170 or more. From widely scattered dis- 
tricts many bear witness to help received to the profit of 
soul and body. ‘The report of them goes far and wide. — 
This expansion, under God, is due to the self-efforts of 
these country folk for the greater part. The all-too-few 
visits from Kwanghan, together with more generous help 


at times when the farmers themselves come to Kwanghan — 


and partake of the proferred hospitality and instruction, 
have also been means of blessing. So has God blessed. ~ 
Now of the ability to contain the blessing—1.e., in such 
a way as to turn it to profit. ‘This, as ever, comes of man’s. 
own willingness to be an instrument in God’s hands. 
Here, there is little of which to glory. That there has 
been a movement which any worker for God might have 


welcomed with a whole heart and given himself thereto — 


with all his strength, few would deny. —_ Sad to relate, such 
has not appeared to be the response. Perhaps because it 
seemed to be an added Church, i.e., added by God and 
not by personal efforts, it did not appear to have warranted 
such generous help as other outstations. Perhaps it was 


the difficulties of travelling to and from it. More likely, it — 


was just lack of vision and initiative. | 

Latterly, the Church has applied for an extra worker to 
cope with the phenomenal growth ; but visits are only 
paid fortnightly, even with this extra help. This Church 


is not receiving the experienced aid it needs ; it is like a 
big ship without the necessary power to keep it head-on — 


to the seas ; in fact, it has not the experience to know the 


weather nor what to do in big seas. It is in danger of 


foundering, and its officers are fearful of the rocks. Its 
great need is for one who will be a steady steersman, 
knowing the charts and the destination. 

This need reminds one of many instances where special 
spiritual manifestations have been given. God provided 
the Spirit for the birth of the Church at Antioch ; but 
Barnabas found it necessary to go to search for Paul, 


the human workman. Paul came and taught. Such is . 


Cheo district’s greatest need—a teacher living in the midst 


who will give himself to teaching. JoHN HAyYNEs. 


( 
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_ MEETING THE NEED FOR RENEWAL 
(The following is part of a letter received by the Bishop from the 
Reod. D. H. Temple of Tienkiang.) | 


REALISING something of our need here, for many months 
now we have had hopes of holding what are generally 
known as revival meetings. Pastor Mark Ma was booked 
for the end of August, then the date was deferred until 
_ September and finally, owing to illness, he had to cancel 
the engagement altogether. But meanwhile, friends in 
England, Shanghai and elsewhere, as well as ourselves, - 
had been praying. Now we can see how God has answered, 
or rather begun to answer. When the expected speaker = 
failed, we felt led to appeal to Tahsien, within the family 
of the Diocese, and the answer was to ‘send two of God’s 
servants who we are sure were His choice. Miss Lu 
Yueh-Hwei is now 67 years of age and has not travelled 
for ten years, while her younger colleague, Miss Wang 
Fei-yuin (or En-tien as she used to be called), has settled — 
waka in Tahsien ; but they both braved appalling weather 
_ (which is continuing), the difficulties of travel these days, 
a strange place and an exacting ministry. The Lord 
used them and blessed us through it. This past week’s 
setings (October 1 st-8th) must have brought back to 
Lu some memories of her work with Miss Christensen. 
Certainly the Lord used her messages, generally about 
two hours in length and given in much power, to the 
conviction of many people. Some of these came to her, 
or to others, for personal talks, when sins of various sorts 
‘and-shades were confessed and, we trust, put away for 
good. Miss Wang gave very suitable and challenging 
messages every afternoon on the old and new life, and at 
each meeting led the singing admirably. As the meetings 
_ ‘proceeded, people brought along some of the tangible 
_ things that offend and at the close of the last day we had a 
_ bonfire when they were burnt. It was a little disappointing 
that only a score of the country believers accepted the 
invitation to attend, but practically all the nearby 
Christians supported the meetings splendidly, so that every 
morning and afternoon we had a full church.. There was 
no outside interference. We earnestly pray that the 
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blessing given may be but the beginning. The real test 
of all gatherings such as these comes afterwards and we 
long that from now on those of us, who in Tienkiang bear 


Christ’s Name, may have new standards of life and walk. 


MEETING THE NEED OF INSTRUCTION 


(A letter to the Bishop from Mr. Derbyshire supplies material 
for this account of eight days of Bible Study meetings for the 
Yingshan Pastorate, followed by five days of special training for 
leaders of country ‘Churches. The Rev. C. C. An, one of the 
Diocesan evangelists, was invited as special speaker.) — 


Mr. An has given us of his best. In spite of the snitic 
we had about 50 for the Bible Study meetings with 20.- 
or so staying on the Compound. The attendance on the 
last day reached nearly 80. Pachiaowan, ‘T’ien-si, 
Huangtuho, Chowkow, Pehshuya were all represented, and 


_ the Pachiaowan contingent was larger than last year. 


Numbers of these country folk arrived late, delays of one 


kind or another hindering them. 


Mr. An’s preaching; was in parts rather deep but well 


understood, lively and interesting. He uses Scripture _ 


texts as diving-boards but all he says is helpful and scrip- 
tural. In the mornings he took lessons from the life of the 


= Kings of Israel beginning with Solomon and in the after- 


noons seven talks on the Lord Jesus as pictured in Hebrews. 
His sermon on “ the Present Day Church ” on the opening 
Sunday was excellent ; several people remarked appre- 
ciatively on it. He divided the history of the church in 
China into five distinct periods, bringing out the oppor- 
tunities of this present period. Harvest Sunday brought a 
large congregation and the ‘special collection amounted 
to about 700 lbs. of rice. Most unusual for Yingshan was 
a well attended Communion Service in the afternoon. | 

During the week, Matthew 7, verses 35 to 27 were 
learned by heart by some dozen or so, shorter portions 
by others. The reading class was well attended and 


_ everybody read some book or other according to their 


standard. 
One evening of sn meetings, I asked Mr. An to answer 
the questions, ““ Can I know I am born again ? ”, “ What 
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evidence should there be ? ”, “If I am not born again, 
how may I be?” ‘There was a solemnity and earnestness 


about that meeting, but it seems as if one at least went | 


away not born again. How much fruit there could have 
been if hearts had not been so hard ! 
The training classes which followed had an attendance 


of twelve, drawn from five country churches as well as Mr. | 


Wang from Laoliuchang and Mr. Tuan with his young 
wife from Shihhochang. Curiously enough the city folk 
hardly put in an appearance. Of course, it wasn’t 
primarily intended for them, so they were not pressed to 
attend. Mr. An took a series on Homiletics and another 
on “ The Spiritual life of the worker”. Mrs. Derbyshire 
gave outlines of Genesis and Malachi. Mr. Ch’eng Wei- 
cheng spoke on the life of Hudson Taylor, and I took 
several talks on the Prayer Book which even our Little 
Flock friends did not find distasteful. (The Little Flock 
are a type of Close Brethren.) One evening we also had a 
good discussion on evangelism. There was no lack of 
interest and the results will show in time. ‘The missionary 
~ Call and responsibility of the believers were made pro- 
minent throughout the time. On the last day we all 
trooped into the preaching chapel for market-day preach- 


ing. Three gave testimonies, three others gave_ brief 


_ addresses, Mr. An added a masterly address and Mr. 
Ch’eng summed up. Then something happened which 
I have not seen before. Mr. Wang and Mr. Tuan led 
the way in tackling people personally, ex-evangelist Chou 


‘Tze Ch’in gave out tracts and the others soon found 


themselves preaching to people and giving out tracts too, 


following an infectious example. This was in a crowded 


chapel and gave great cause for rejoicing. | 

The folk enjoyed these two series of meetings so much 
that they have suggested more frequent conferences. There 
.certainly was a happy spirit but appetites were terrific ! 
The church had to put out 300 Ibs. of rice over and above 
that brought by those who attended. They cannot do 
that more than once a year. 

On the whole, I think folk tended to exaggerate when 
giving testimony at the end but it was quite clear that 


they had enjoyed the meetings, and some of what they — 


said was very true. Mr. Wang is a much more solid, 
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Bible-taught Christian than the average ; he has helped 
in evangelistic meetings in Sian (though ‘then in officer’s 
uniform). - He spoke at some length of the blessings he had 
received in the meetings with chapter and verse. I am 
sure he is a key-man, well worth encouraging, thoughtful 
and accurate. His style would appeal to a city type 

rather than to the country folk among whom he lives. 
Nevertheless, the Lord is able to use him and the others 
as they seek to pass on what they have learnt of Him to 
the country churches and their heathen neighbours. 


BUYING UP THE OPPORTUNITY > 


(The following 1s compiled from a letter from Miss Ammonds 


to the Bishop, showing how she with others are buying * the 
opportunity.) 


We do just praise the Lord here for we have had no inter- 
ference and are perfectly free to continue. Numbers at 
Sunday morning services continue to rise, mainly on the — 
women’s side, and this year more than sixty women have - 
put down their names as willing to believe. During the 

past months, however, many have dropped out, leaving 


twelve to be baptized i in a week or two (there will be three 


men, too) and almost twenty others who at that time will 
be received as catechumen. There is another group 
of ten odd who are in the earlier stages but come regularly ; 


_ most of these are illiterate, but are making progress with 


their reading. I have a readers’ list altogether of nearly — 


_ eighty names ; of these many are Christians, making an 


effort after years of not trying to read and they go much 
more slowly than the others, the new people. We are 
using Miss Nowack’s reading books and have six already 
reading St. Matthew, nineteen on Book III, sixteen on 
Book II and nearly forty on Book I, some crawling ! Be 
has been a really hard fight getting this reading going, but 


_ the Lord has blessed and encouraged. I find that even 


when they get on a bit, their minds are very dull. They 
are so willing to believe, but they seem really to grow so 


slowly. 
On October 1st, Pastor Ma K’o of the Back to Jerusalem 


Band came to us for meetings for eight days. He had 
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only just recovered from two months’ illness and was not 
very strong. Meetings were arranged for each afternoon 
- from Monday to Saturday at 3 p.m., and he was to preach 
each Sunday, the 1st and 8th. After three days he became 
ill ; his former trouble had been digestive and he ate 
something which did not agree with him, so was unable 
_ to preach on the Wednesday and Thursday. Although a | 
little fearful of continuing on ‘Friday, he launsied out in 
- faith which God honoured ; as he went on he became 

stronger both physically and in spiritual power. On 
Friday he gave opportunity for confession of sin, when - 
some thirty to forty people Went forward, most of them in © 
some way connected with us and some already Christians. 
This was the only time that he gave opportunity for outward 
expression. Although the work was quiet, we know that 
many have been much-helped. He hoped to go on board 
ship to return to Chungking on the second Sunday evening, 
but there was no boat that day, so he was able to make up ~ 
the two days that he missed, preaching again on the 
Monday and Tuesday and leaving when the ship came on 
Wednesday. To God be the glory for all this ! 
_ This autumn the women’s preaching band, instead of — 
dividing as formerly into two groups arid having a big 
preach outside the houses of Christians, have decided to 


- go out in four smaller groups, holding their meetings inside, | 


and hope in this way the work may continue longer ; 
though not such large numbers may hear the Gospel, 
visits will be more frequent and we pray that contacts 
may be more personal and effective. 

. Mrs. Mi is the wife of the manager of a small factory. 
In recent months she has grown as a Christian and so has 
Miss Hsii, the warden in charge of the women factory 
workers. During meetings held in the factory during the 
summer, three or four factory workers were brought to 
the Lord and one or two more have recently believed. 
“Now each Friday evening a meeting is held in Mrs. Mi’s | 
hhome for them and other nearby new believers. Mr. Mi, 
his wife and Miss Hsii take it in turn to lead this meeting 
and we go to give an address. ss 

In all these ways God is giving us good opportunities 


still. on the women’s side and it is the same on the men’s — 


side. 
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PERSONAL NOTES AND NEWS, JOTTINGS 
The Rt. Rev. Bishop K. G. Bevan was due to sail 


from Shanghai on December 22nd, and hopes to arrive 


home before the end of January. He was expecting, as 
one of his last episcopal acts in the East Szechwan Diocese, _ 


to ordain the Rev. W. J. Picton as priest on Sunday, 
November 26th, 1950, in Chungking. The Rev. F. J. 
Robert was also hoping to be priested at the same service 
if he could make the journey to Chungking. 

The Rt. Rev. Bishop H. A. Maxwell is now Vicar 
of the parish of Copt Oak, near Leicester, and has been 
appointed Assistant Bishop to the Bishop of Leicester. 


Travel passes for missionaries are not at all easy to get. 
Even the Rev. G. A. Williamson, whom all are con- 
gratulating on his appointment as C.I.M. Superintendent 
in succession to Bishop Bevan, was not able to go to take 


over his responsibilities directly ; ; the handing over had 
to be done by post. f 


_ Miss Barber on October 3oth, said goods to her 


_ friends in Liangshan before proceeding to Chungking to 


wait for Bishop Bevan with whom. she is returning to 
England. It was expected that little G Davis 
would travel with them and join Lionel in school at home. 


_Miss M. E. G. Heusner and Miss Begemann reached | 
Hongkong ‘safely, and should be passing through this 
country about Christmas time. 

Miss Monica Hogben has been transferred recently 
from Langchung to Nanchung. _ 

The Rev. and Mrs. A. L. Crockett have arrived home, 
and Mr. Crockett is now a Chaplain in the R.A.F. | 

It is with very great regret that we have to report the 
sudden death, as the result of a road accident, of Mrs. 
W. H. Aldis on November 17th last. We extend warm 
sympathy to her children and other members of her 
family. She will be mourned also by many friends in 
West China as well as here at home. | 


Dr. Sverre Holth, whose appointment as Addeitiatcin 


of the Western Szechwan diocese is recorded elsewhere,, 
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has been appointed Secretary of the C.M.S. Western 
China Mission jn succession to Bishop Maxwell. Owing —T| 
to pressure of work, Dr. Holth resigned his post as Dean | 
of Studies of the Union Theological College in Chengtu, 

but. his resignation was not accepted. In addition to his 

/> duties as Dean, he is teaching for ten hours a week. Dr. 

Holth has written, under the title, ‘‘ What is our Faith ? ” 

one of the Church Study Handbooks in preparation by an 
editorial committee appointed by the joint meeting of the ) 
Standing Committee of General Synod and the House of ’ 
Bishops. 

The Rev. John Haynes and family arrived in Chengtu 
on their way home to Australia early in October, and 
expected to have completed all formalities in connexion i 
with getting an exit permit before the end of the month. 4 


Miss A. E. Jones, the Rev. R. W. Bowie, Deaconess 
E. L. Stewart and the Church Army Sisters S. Graham 
and G. Willder are all preparing to leave China as soon 
as exit permits can be obtained. 


‘As the Mienchu Hospital has not yet one able to find 
a Chinese Superintendent, Dr. David Thompson is 
carrying on as Acting-Superintendent for the time being. 


The Rev. R. J. and Mrs. Mulrenan, formerly of 
Kwangan, expect to leave Hongkong for England with 
their family at the end of 1950, as other arrangements have 
~ now been made for all the missionaries’ chil ren who had 
A been placed in their care. 


It is reported that much spiritual blending”. as well as 
material success, has attended the Kwangan dispensary | 
during the first ‘months of its existence, but general con-_ ; 
ditions are becoming increasingly difficult and Dr. and { 
Mrs. Armstrong are much in need of prayer for physical 
health and wisdom at the present time. | 


The Western Szechwan diocese has twelve Theological 
Students in training. Prayer is specially asked for these, 
that they may remain loyal to their Lord and be fully 
equipped for the hard tasks which await them. From 
Chengtu also it is reported that “ The University and the 
various Christian schools are continuing as béfore, including 

_ the Union Theological College. So also are the University 


| 
| 


| Diocesan Association for Western China Bulletin | | 23 


Hospital and the Shansi-Kai Hospital. One great oxeblen 
of the U.T.C. is that of preserving an atmosphere congenial | 
to our purpose of training for the ministry when our 

‘students are —- exposed to such diverse propaganda 
and agitation 


After the cnet in Yingshan written about elsewhere 
in this number, the Rev. T. C. An was to have visited 
Chowkow for a few days’ meetings. However, others 
were in occupation of the little church and adjoining 
rooms so this plan had to: be abandoned, and he accom- 
panied Mr. Ch’en Ts’ung’tao to Sinchengpa which was 
on his way back to Langchung and where Mr. Ch’en was 
going for a few months’ work. Knowing that Mr. An was 
expected that way, the Christians had planned to keep 
him for a few days’ meetings. A letter from Mr. Ch’en 
says, ** On October 13th we started three days’ Bible 
Classes, with three sessions each day of which Mr. An 
_ took two and I myself took one. Every day there were 
70 or 80 in spite of incessant rain, which did, however, 
make the. number of women attending small. The 
spiritual atmosphere was excellent and not a few of the 
Christians were considerably helped. On Sunday (the 
closing day) there-were more than 20 communicants and 
_we felt the Lord’s presence imparting grace to those who 
were gathered. We praise God for His grace and thank 
you for your prayers. I hope to stay for several weeks to 
teach the new believers and prepare them for reception as 
catechumen ; there are some 3Q or 40. There are also 
a few to be prepared for baptism ”’. 


_. From another source we have heard of the new believers 
living 3 in the country. ‘They have been mostly brought in 
by one man who calls them all up on Sunday morning 
before breakfast, marshals them in good time and escorts 
them to church ! = 


Mrs. John Wang (wife of the Archdeacon) writes : 

‘* During this year the work of the Nanchung branch | 
of the Women’s Missionary Service League has continu 
as usual and the members have been bold and keen in 
their desire to serve, which is all of the grace of God. I 
feel that this kind of work makes a great contribution in 
extending the evangelistic ministry of the Diocese. For 
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this reason, the W.MS.L. should be extended to every — 
pastorate and every daughter church, that this kind of 


- work may flourish all through the Diocese”. She con- 


tinues with suggestions as to how this may be done. Mrs. 
Wang is in a position to speak of this for the Nanchung 
branch is most active under her leadership. In the new 
society, self-help is the normal rule so, when two theological 
students went for vacation work to Nanchung, they fully 
expected to cook and wash for themselves. However, 
Mrs. Wang rallied the members of the W.M.S.L. branch 
and they took over all these responsibilities in turn, so 
that the students might be able to give all their time to 
their preaching and visiting. They have not been back- 
ward in the missionary side of the work of the League either, 
thank God. | 


News having come of extreme Pentecostal influence 
having got into the church at Kien-koh, Mr. Ma Tsai-sheng 
was asked to go there for a month or two. A letter from 
him tells of great difficulties and a serious split which » 
- threatens the existence of the cause there. Prayer is 

needed to be focussed on this place. 


One side of the picture may be seen from the following 

extract from a fellow-worker. “1 am glad to say that we 
have had no need to retrench though we have found it 
wise to alter our‘approach. If a home service has had 
to be suspended in one place, we have been able to get 
another going elsewhere and some of the new places have 
proved more fruitful. Céuld we write freely of happenings 
around us, it might read very much like ‘ Quo Vadis ? ’ 
Some have been threatened and some afflicted : some have — 
denied the faith and others are yet more bold. Last week 
we were rudely halted by a soldier at the entrance to a 
_ place where the evangelist and I were to take a home 
_ service ; ‘but when we emerged. after the service, he 
produced a New Testament and assured us that he had a 
full Bible and read it”. The prospect is like the scene on 
_ a day of bright sun with big clouds : some of the landscape 
is touched by the sun and some is in dark shadow. 


As a contrast 'to the above, we might add an extract 


from elsewhere, ‘‘ Looking back on the ten months since __ 


liberation we are humbly grateful to the Lord for con- 
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tinuing freedom and opportunities. Though a few 
Christians have moved away, there has never been a 
_ period when so many new people have been added to the | 

Church. They are mostly of the ‘humble poor’ type, 
but as the hymn — us, it is generally these who 
believe ”’. 


Miss Wang En-tseh, known to many readers of Four 
_ STREAMS, after a fruitful year’s work in Langchung was 
married in July to Mr. Was Keh-lun who had been 
working as evangelist at Tienkiang. They have responded © 
to a call from Fengchieh and are settling in well there. 


Mr. Ts’ai Yoh-sheng, the new Bishop’s eldest son, 
has returned to the work in Tienkiang and during August 
he became engaged to Miss Hsiao Lung-fen, one of the 
keenest of the young people in the Tienkiang church, a 
regular Sunday School teacher and children’s worker. 
She took part in the Children’s Mission run there in: 
August and helps in the follow-up “Daniel Band” for 
the 20 or so children who then phe ctids a desire to follow | 


‘Christ. 


The Revd. Ts’ai Pih-suan of Tahsien has been quite 
unwell and is to proceed to Chungking to see the oculist 
and doctor. 


Mrs. Chang, wife of the Revd. Chang Hsiao-yu, is not 
expected to live long. She went to Langchung for treat- 
ment but to the sorrow of all, Dr. Maddox found her case 
- incurable and that her condition could not be relieved. 

‘It is a great burden and sorrow to her family and to all in 


Chiihsien. - 


The Revd. T. C. An, leader of f evangelion in the Diocese 
of East Szechwan, was expecting to visit the Yuan-shan- 
_ch’ang area of Fu Tsun-yi pastorate in November and 
December for work following up the witness of the local 
voluntary leaders, Mr. Shang Yun-sheng and his helpers. 
_Mr. Keo T’ien-t’ai who has really retired from regular 

work to establish his family on their own farm, was hoping 
to give November and December to special evangelistic 
_ work in the Kwangyuan-Chaohua district. 


; 
4 


26 Diocesan Association for Western China Bulletin — 


PRAYER FOR CHINA Ss 

: The Committee of the Victoria (Hongkong) Diocesan . a 
Association has invited us to join with them ina Day of 
Prayer for China on Friday, February goth next at the ed 


Church Missionary House, Salisbury E.C. 4- 
tentative plans are : 


11.30a.m. Holy 
12.30 p.m. Sandwich Lunch, (bring anal own food). 
I+1.45 p.m. . Prayer Session. 
a 5-3 p.m. Second Prayer Session. 
3 p.m. | Tea. | 


There is no need to stress the urgent need for prayer for 
China and the Chinese Church at the present time ; and 
it is hoped that as many as possible who are within reach of 
London will do their utmost to attend. 


In order to facilitate the arrangements, all who hope to 
be present are asked to notify Miss Hughes-Hallett, 
13, Woodcote Avenue, Wallington, Surrey as soon as 


possible. 
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YOCH’TH. 
. KUAN-IN-KOH, LINSHUI. . 


Prayer 
EASTERN. SZECHW. AN : 


LANGCHUNG (PAONING). ‘TANISHAN. 
TS’IEN-FUH-CH’ ANG. 
ILUNG, TSANGKI, KIENKOH. 

KWANGYUAN, CHAOHWA. 

PACHUNG (PACHOW), NANCHIANG, TUNGKIANG- 
NANPU, FU-TSUN-I, YENTING. | 


-YINGSHAN, CHOWKOW. 


NANCHUNG (SHUNKING), HSICHUNG. 
KWANGAN. 


CHUHSIEN,. WU-CHIA-CH’ANG. 
TACHU. 

TAHSIEN, SUANHAN. 

WANYUAN, CHENGKOW. 

LIANGSHAN, TIENKIANG. 

KAIHSIEN, WEN-T’ANG-TSING, LIN- KIANG-SHIH. 


. WANHSIEN. 
FENGKIEH (RWEIFU), YUNYANG, YUIN-AN-CH’ANG | 


WESTERN SZECHWAN : 
MOWCHOW. 
P’ING-WU (LONGAN), KIANGYU (Eastern Dioczse). 
CHONGPA. 
MIENYANG (MIENCHOW), TSETONG. 


 ANHSIEN. 


MIENCHU. SHIHFANG. 
TEHYANG. | 
KWANGHAN (HANCHOW). 
SINTU. | 


. CHONGKIANG. 


CHENGTU. 


. UNOCCUPIED PLACES. 


i Day. 
| 
Io 
12. 
1g. 
| : 16. 
18 
i 21. 
22. 
| | 23. 
24. 
j 26. 
| 28. 
| 


$PECIAL TOPICS FOR 
THANKSGIVING AND INTERCESSION 


"Ler Us Taank 
For the Consecration of Bishop Ts’a ai “aaa for all His 


preparation of him for his new work and responsibilities. 
For all that He has given during the past years to both 


Dioceses through the Bishops who have now retired. 


For the progress of the Church in West China in spite 


of all difficulties and hindrances, and for the comparative 
freedom in which it is still able to work and bear witness | 


for Christ at the present time. 


For the steady growth of the congregations in the Cheo 
district ; and for special blessing given recently in ‘Tien- 


kiang, Yingshan, and the Kwangan dispensary. 
For the life and faithful witness of Mrs. Algis.” 


Let Us Pray 


For all needed wisdom and strength, spiritual “a | 
physical, for Bishop T’s’ai in these coming days. Also | 
for Dr. Holth and the Rev. G..A. Williamson i in theirnew 


responsibilities. 


For all the Chinese Christians, especially their pastors 

_ and leaders, that they may be kept steadfast in-the Faith, 
and may have all needed wisdom and guidance in facing. 
new methods of work and witness. For places like 
‘Ho-chia-ch’iao and the Cheo district which are so greatly. 

- in need of further teaching and help. That God will — | 
over-rule the difficulties in Kienkoh and avert the | 


threatened split there. 


For the Theological students, that they may remain 


loyal to their Lord in spite of ‘all the propaganda and 
_ temptations to which they are exposed, and may be fully 
equipped for the work of the ministry to which God has 
called them. 

For all the missionaries who are having to leave West 
_ China, that God will undertake for those who are travelling 
or waiting for exit permits, and will give clear guidance 
in every case about their future work. 


For Bishop Bevan and Bishop Maxwell as they under- | 


vake new work at home ; and for Bishop Song in his 
retirement also. 


That God will keep us all faithful i in prayer for Western 


China, even when news is scanty, that we may not fail 
those who are still depending on our — | 
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PRAYER FOR WESTERN CHINA 


ALMIGHTY God, ‘the! of. our Jesus Christ, we thank 


Thee for Thy great Jove in ,redeeming us unto Thyself by the ~ 


. precious blood of Thy dear Son and for the gift of Thy sanctifying 


_ Spirit. May we show our love to Thee by loving the souls for whom 


Christ died, and by seeking to make known His glorious salvation 


_ throughout ‘the world. We pray Thee to send down Thy heavenly 
_ blessing upon Thy servants the Bishops and pastors of Thy flock in 


Western China, and all who are associated with them in their work 


_ for Thee. May Thy presence be with our missionary brethren and 
sisters who are seeking to bring the knowledge of Thee to those who 
know Thee not. May Thy Holy Spirit bless and prosper all their 


work and bring it to good success. We pray for those who have 
been baptised into Thy faith, fear and love that they may grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of Thee. We pray also for those who — 
know Thee not that they may be drawn by the cords of Thy Fatherly 
love to faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, that they and we may work and 
pray together for the return of our King to establish His Everlasting 
Kingdom. 

Finally, we pray that Thou wouldest comfort and strengthen all- 
who are in trouble, sorrow, need, sickness, or any other anxiety ; 
cheer and encourage all who are in special need of Thy help ; and 
bring both them and us to Thy Heavenly Kingdom, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 


Organising Secretary and Edtior of the magazine : 


Miss F. Kienning, Woodcote Avenue, 


Wallington, Surrey. 
To whom all communications should be addressed. 


Four Sireanis 3 is issued hice or four times a year, and is sent free of 
charge to all subscribers of 5/- and over to the funds of the Diocesan 
Association. Others who wish for the Magazine can obtain it from 
the Org. Sec. on payment of 2/- per annum (to include postage) ; 
but it should be pointed out that this sum does not cover the cost. 


_The Diocesan Association exists to help the Bishops of the Dioceses 
of Eastern and Western Szechwan, and to call forth prayer and gifts 
for the work in that part of China. : The Organizing vesieod. de will 


be glad to give further information o on request. 
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Kwangan 


WESTERN cms) 
Nankiang > Cr WAN 


iz 


hwan, are 


eWanyuan ™, 


Cabien chang | 


*Teetung “Mung Suanhaneg, 
Nanpug Sinchespa Wentang taiag 
| snhui uiayang 
Chungaiar Sichusg Aouwhow Wanhsien 
iza® 
ong Nanchung (@Tachu 
Chengtu 


Tienkiang 


C.I.M. B.C.M.S. representatives are working in the K . 
area of Eastern Szechwan, and members of the Church Army are working with 


the C.M.S. in Western Szechwan. 


Liashui 


N.B.% P’ing-wu and Kiangyu, although in the Diocese of Western Szec 
stations of the 
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